
Environmental Services101 S. Court StreetLuray, Virginia  22835Voice: 540-743-4808Fax: 540-743-1419Email: canderson@pagecounty.virginia.govWe offer the following services and programs for the citizens of Page County:Litter ControlWater Quality Advisory CommitteeRecycling Household Hazardous Waste Cleanup EventsElectronic Recycling EventsAir QualityCommunity Service ProgramAbandoned Vehicle ProgramGypsy Moth & Other Exotic Invasive SpeciesPage County TransitMiscellaneousUpcoming Events & Announcements Frequently Asked Questions:1.  How do I safely and environmentally dispose of paint?As with any household hazardous waste, what we suggest first is try to use the product for its intended use:  if you don't need it any longer, try to give it away for someone else to use --- that way it is not waste.  Same with paint - try to use it up. If it is not usable look at the label:  If it is latex paint, open the lid and put the can out in the sun to let the liquid evaporate.  Once the paint becomes solid, place the lid back on the can and it can be disposed of in normal household trash.  To speed up the solidifying process, stir in sand or kitty litter.If it is oil based paint, the best thing is to use up the paint for its intended use.  Use it to paint the underside of a picnic table, the backside of a shed, etc.  You can also give it away.  If the paint is too old or is unusable, the best thing to do is save it for Page County’s next household hazardous waste cleanup event.  Watch the Department website for the dates of the next cleanup.2.  Are the gypsy moths gone forever?No.  Page County currently have relatively low populations of gypsy moth at the lower eleveations and we will not have to conduct aerial spray applications this year.  However, the population is cyclical and at some point, due mostly to environmental conditions, the moths will begin to increase again, necessitating spraying in order to protect our trees.3.  What can be done about my neighbors who have a junkyard on their property?Citizens may not have a junkyard on their property without a license to operate a junkyard.  In Page County, a junkyard is defined as:   an establishment or place of business which is maintained, operated or used for the storage, keeping or abandonment of junk, including old or scrap copper, brass, rope rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber, debris, waste or junked, dismantled or wrecked automobiles or parts thereof, iron, steel and other old or scrap ferrous or nonferrous material.  The term “junkyard” shall include the term “automobile junkyard”, defined as any lot or place which is exposed to the weather and upon which more than 3 motor vehicles of any kind, incapable of being operated and which it would not be economically practical to make operative, are placed, located or found.  Call the Department to report an illegal junkyard.  Please provide the name and address of the person you are reporting and their tax map number if known.  You may remain anonymous if you wish.4.  What is the quality of Page County’s water?We live in karst topography, meaning we have many caves, sinkholes, disappearing streams, springs and other underground drainage patterns.  We know that our land-use practices directly influence the quality of surface water and in a karst area, there is a direct relation between surface water and ground water.  Page County currently has two TMDL (total maximum daily load) Implementation Plans underway on the Hawksbill and Mill Creek watersheds. The Implementation Plan details the best management practices feasible for Page County which will improve the water quality in these watersheds.  In addition, there are other TMDL studies which must be done by 2010 on other streams in Page County for impairments such as temperature, pH, benthic standards and mercury.   By and large, as our environmental awareness increases, we are better prepared to fully address the problems facing one of our most important resources – our water. For more information visit the Water Quality Advisory Committee link at www.pagewaterquality.org.5.  How do I find out the route and cost of Page County Transit?Look for PCT brochures which are in many businesses around Page County.  The fare is 50 cents and covers many areas of the county.  You can also call 1-800-305-0077 for routing and to schedule the on-call service on Tuesday and Thursdays.6.  What items can be recycled in Page County?Currently citizens may recycle all colors of glass (no sorting necessary), #1 & #2 plastic, all types of paper including newspaper, cardboard, magazines, office paper, etc. (no sorting necessary). metal, tires, arboreal waste, and aluminum cans.  Too, be creative in your recycling efforts – take your own plastic or canvas bags into stores rather than getting new ones each time and think of ways to reuse as much as possible.  You can take most household items and clothing to Page One as well.  REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE! 7.  Can the Department of Environmental Services identify insects I find in my yard?  How about trees?Yes.  We will be glad to identify any insects found on your property.  Same with trees, weeds, flowers, etc.  See the Page County Tree Board website for more information on trees.8.  What can be done about an illegal dump?Call the Department to report any illegal dumps in Page County.  You may remain anonymous if you wish.   We are currently monitoring several dumps.  We always welcome citizen input on ways to address illegal dumping and littering within the county. 9. I have a really huge tree on my property – how do I register it with the Virginia Champion Tree Program?Call the Department.  We would like to identify these special trees within the county and  register large contenders in the Virginia Tech Champion Tree Program.  Currently, the Chinquapin Oak behind the County office building on Court Street is registered with the program as the second largest tree of its kind in Virginia.  Virginia Tech also sponsors the Remarkable Tree Program - trees which have historical, cultural, aesthetic or other significance.  Page County has one of the few remaining trees which mark the original Lord Fairfax survey line.  For more information on these programs go  to www.fw.vt.edu/4H/bigtree.  Please call and let us know if you know of special trees which could be listed. 10.  What is the Community Service Program and how do I enroll?The Community Service Litter Program is run by the Department of Environmental Services and allows both juveniles and adults sentenced to do community service through the court system to satisfy their hours by picking up trash along Page County roadsides.  Each full bag of trash equals one hour of credit.  Individuals work on their own schedule, fill the bags and bring them to the county office building to receive credit.  Since 2001, more than 1900 bags of roadside trash have been picked up through this program.11.  What types of cost-share programs are available to help me install best management practices on my property?There are several programs offered to help farmers and landowners to plant trees and shrubs along stream banks, curb water erosion, curb wind damage, conserve soil and water resources, establish wildlife habitat and manage forest lands.  The 2002 Farm Bill offers America’s farmers and ranchers more incentives than ever before to voluntarily conserve natural resources on our nation’s privately owned farmland.  Financial incentives include 50% - 100% cost share, rental payments and one time, up-front easement payments.  Many opportunities exist including putting your land into a conservation easement which will protect it and give tax breaks at the same time. 12.  Does the Department of Environmental Services provide trash bags if my family/church/organization wants to hold a litter cleanup?Absolutely!  We will be glad to help in any way we can with your litter cleanup efforts including providing trash bags, ties and safety vests. 13.  How do I safely dispose of used motor oil?The following businesses have waste-oil burning furnaces.  Most of the time they are happy to get clean used motor oil (oil not mixed with any anything else).  Call  the business beforehand just to make sure they will accept it.Airport Auto Recyclers568 Airport RoadLuray22835(540) 743-4100Auto Zone (Will accept Motor Oil up to 20 quarts.)1062 US Hwy.211 WestLuray22835(540) 743-3100Battlecreek Landfill806 US Hwy340Luray22835(540) 743-3854Freeze's Towing and Auto Repair1018 East Main StreetLuray22835(540) 743-4095Huffy's Rollback & Wrecker Service, Inc.285 Mill Creek CrossroadsLuray22835(540) 778-3273Luray Import Service3 Painter StreetLuray22835(540) 743-1555Page County Tire & Auto Service Center1138 E. Main StreetLuray22835(540) 459-5575Stanley Auto Service457 E. Main StreetStanley22851(540) 778-261814.  What is the quality of Page County’s air?   Ground level ozone is the main ingredient in smog. It is a colorless gas formed by the reaction of sunlight with vehicle emissions, gasoline fumes, solvent vapors and power plant and industrial emissions.  Ozone formation is most likely in hot, dry weather when the air is still.  The Shenandoah Valley as a whole is not meeting the minimum air standards.  The other main air quality concern is particle pollution which is made up of particles found in soot, dust, smoke and fumes.  The burning of coal, oil, diesel, and other fuels creates these particles.  The particles are small enough to enter deep into the lungs and cause health problems.   A group of elected local officials, educators, business people and concerned citizens have recently formed under the name ‘ShenAir’ to understand and improve air quality in the Valley.  Go to www.isat.jmu.edu/shenair for more information.  15.  Can I volunteer to help the Department of Environmental Services with a community project?Absolutely!  We love volunteers!  Just give a call and we can discuss opportunities. Additional Links:Virginia Recycling Association  www.vrarecycles.org Virginia Department of Environmental Quality    www.deq.state.va.usVirginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services   www.vdacs.virginia.govInstitute for Environmental Negotiation    www.virginia.edu/ien/Valley Conservation Council   www.valleyconservation.org/United State Geologic Survey    www.usgs.govShenAir   www.isat.jmu.edu/shenairEnvironmental News, Events & Information  www.ourearth.orgPage County Water Quality Advisory Committee 
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